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URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  HEUSWORTH. 

Public  Health  Department, 

Adiscombe  House, 

Barnsley  Road, 

HEKSWORTH, 

near  Pontefract. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Daykin  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  report  on  the  health  and 
health  services  of  your  district  for  the  year  i960. 

In  the  first  part  of  the  report  which  deals  with  the  vital  statistics 
relating  to  the  Urban  District  the  presentation  is  similar  in  form  to 
that  of  previous  years.  The  section  dealing  with  the  personal  health 
services  which  are  the  responsibility  of  the  West  Riding  County  Council 
and  administered  by  me  as  Divisional  Medical  Officer  has  been  changed  in 
a number  of  ways.  This  has  been  done  to  include  information  on  a number 
of  services  in  which  I believe  you  to  be  interested  and  has  been  presented 
for  the  division  as  a whole. 

The  report  cf  your  Public  Health  Inspector  covers  the  detailed  work  of 
his  department  and  is  complementary  to  my  own. 

The  Registrar  Generals  estimated  mid  year  population  shows  an  increase 
of  260  to  14,510  while  the  number  of  inhabited  houses  increased  by  53  to 
4*200. 

Live  births  increased  from  270  in  1959  to  293  while  the  total  deaths 
increased  by  5 to  195* 

There  were  6 stillbirths,  3 fewer  than  1959  but  infant  deaths  increased 
from  3 to  11  this  year. 

I am  glad  to  report  no  maternal  deaths. 

The  absence  of  epidemic  measles  has  considerably  reduced  the  number 
of  notif ications  of  infectious  disease  but  respiratory  tuberculosis  ha3 
increased  from  5 to  17  this  year. 

Whilst  it  is  important  and  desirable  to  diagnose  and  treat  new  cases 
early  it  is  disquieting  to  find  this  number  contracting  this  illness  in  our 
district. 

There  were  no  cases  of  poliomyelitis  during  the  year. 

The  numbers  immunised  against  diptheria,  tetanus  and  whooping  cough 
showed  an  encouraging  increase  being  40^  greater  than  1959* 
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Acceptance  of  vaccination  against  Smallpox  remains  at  a low  level. 

For  the  remainder  of  the  report  many  of  the  figures  speak  for  themselves. 
Where  I have  considered  it  necessary  or  helpful  ray  comments  have  accompanied 
the  statistics. 

I wish  to  thank  ray  colleagues  in  other  departments  and  my  own  staff  for 
their  co-operation  and  help  during  the  year,  I ara  grateful  for  the  support 
and  interest  in  the  work  of  the  department  shown  by  the  Chairman  and  members 
of  the  Health  Committee . 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant. 

J.S.  WALTERS. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


Area,  of  the  District 

4163  acres 

Rateable  Value  (at31.12.60) 

£102,284 

Product  of  Id.  Rate  (at  31.12.60) 

£384 

Registrar  General's  estimate 
(mid  I960) 

of  population 

14,510 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  (at  31.12.6c) 

4,200 

VITAL  STATISTICS . 

LIVE  BIRTHS. 

Male . 

Female . 

Total, 

Le gitimate 

US 

134 

283 

Illegitimate 

2 

8 

10 

131 

142 

293 

LIVE  BIRTH  RATE . 

Crude 

20*2  per 

1000  estimated  population 

Adjusted 

18*8  per 

1 000  estimated  population 

STILL  BIRTHS. 

Male . 

Female . 

Total. 

Legitimate 

3 

3 

6 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

3 

3 

6 

STILL  BIRTH  RATE. 

20*1  per 

1000  total 

live  and  still 

TOTAL  LIVE  AND  STILL  BIRTHS. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

154  145 

299 

INFANT  DEATHS  (total)  (under  1 yr) 

Male . 

Female . 

Total. 

Legitimate 

6 

3 

9 

Illegitimate 

- 

2 

2 

6 

5 

11 

INFANT  DEATHS  (under  A weeks) 

Male ._ 

Female . 

Total . 

Legitimate 

4 

1 

5 

Illegitimate 

- 

2 

2 

4 

3 

7 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE 

37-5  per 

1000  total 

live  births 
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PERCENTAGE  OF  ILLEGITIMATE 

BIRTHS . 

3 • yfo 

MATERN^iL  DEATHS . 

Nil 

DEATHS . 

Male . 

Female , Total ^ 

All  age  groups 

37 

108  1 95 

DEATH  RATE . 

Crude 

13*4  per  1000  estimated  populat 

adjusted 

12*5  per  1000  estimated  populat 

COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS . 


BIRTH  RATE. 

I960. 

1959. 

1958. 

1 957. 

1956. 

Urban  District 

(adjusted) 

18,8 

17.6 

20.0 

19.3 

19.8 

West  Riding 

17.1 

16,7 

16.9 

16.7 

16.5 

England  & 7*ales 

17.1 

16.5 

16.4 

16.1 

15.7 

STILL  BIRTH  RATE. 

Urban  District 

20.1 

32.3 

22.5 

39.7 

29.6 

West  Riding 

22 .4 

20.4 

22.8 

23.9 

23.1 

England  & Wales 

DEATH  RATE . 

19.7 

20.7 

21  .6 

22.4 

23.0 

Urban  District 

(adjusted) 

12.5 

13.2 

9.1 

11  .8 

13.8 

West  Biding 

12.6 

12.7 

13.0 

12.7 

12.9 

England  & Wales 

11 .5 

11 .6 

11  .7 

11 .5 

11  .7 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Urban  District 

37.5 

11 .1 

26.3 

31 .0 

47.5 

West  Riding 

22.5 

24.0 

24.4 

26.4 

27.1 

England  & Wales 

21.7 

22.0 

22.5 

23.0 

23.8 
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The  principal  cause  of  death  are  set  out  in  the  following  table 


n 

Cause 

E? 

t— 1 

o 

Female 

Total 

r 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

! 

- ! i 

1 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

2 

4 

" " lung  bronchus 

6 

6 

" " breast 

2 

2 

" " uterus 

1 

1 

" " other  sites 

8 

4 

12 

Diabetes 

*" 

1 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

10 

36 

46 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

14 

8 

22 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

3 

1 

4 

Other  heart  disease 

5 

9 

14 

Other  circulatory  disease 

4 

8 

12 

Pneumonia 

3 

6 

9 

Bronchitis  / 

15 

1 

16 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

“ 

1 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

2 

Gastritis,  enteritis,  diarrhoea 

1 

- 

1 

Nephritis  & nephrosis 

1 

1 

2 

Congenital  malformation 

3 

5 

8 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases 

8 

13 

21 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

1 

2 

All  other  accidents 

1 

3 

4 

Suicide 

2 

1 

3 

Totals 

87 

_ 

108 



195 

There  has  been  little  change  in  the  number  of  deaths  and  the  causes 
thereof  apart  from  vascular  diseases  of  the  central  nervous  system  and  of 
the  heart.  These  have  risen  from  35  last  year  to  68  in  this. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY. 

The  following  table  gives  the  cause  of  death  of  all  infants  under  1 year 
of  age  classified  into  age  groups  and  sex. 


! 

1 

i 



_ . 

Age 

Groups 

Totals 

1 

| 

Cause 

« 

-t 

CM 

u 

o 

rr} 

£ 

* 

o 

o 

fs 

CO 

o 

0 

-4- 

1-3  months 

-p 

§ 

MO 

1 

1 

CO 

& 

-p 

a 

0 

a 

O' 

1 

MO 

. I 

9-1 2 months 

L___  i 

o 

r4 

<3 

o 

H 

cj 

a 

<u 

Cq 

! Totals 

i 

i i 

Asphyxia 

"1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

Gastro  Enteritis 

' 

1 1 

1 

. i 

Congenital  Malformation 

3 

1 

2 

4 

6 

Cerebal  Haemorrhage 

1 

' 

1 

2 

2 

Irena turity 

1 

l 

--  _ 

1 

1 

Totals 

2 

4 

1 

2 

1 

" 

1 

6 

5 

11 

The  6 deaths  occurring  in  the  first  week  of  life  and  resulting  from 
pronaturity  birth  injury  and  congenital  malformation  have  generally  been 
considered  to  fall  within  the  unavoidable  category.  d.ith  increasing  ante- 
natal care  however  it  is  felt  that  something  can  be  done  to  reduce  the  number 
of  premature  births  and  thus  reduce  the  number  of  fatalities  in  the  first 
few  weeks  of  life.  Additionally  as  our  understanding  of  factors  capable  of 
causing  congenital  deformities  increases  so  does  the  possibility  of  avoiding 
some  of  the  hazards  grow. 
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PC.JIT  T7.0 . 


INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES A 

~ cases ~cl^ssified  into  ag-e  croups . ~ 


Disease 

Under  1 year 

1-2  years 

3-4  years 

5-9  years 

1 0-14  years 

" ‘ 1 

15-24  years 

1 

w 

cd 

G 

>> 

-t 

HO 

1 

UO 

CM 

CO 

u 

ctf 

G 

3 

i 

uo 

HO 

CO 

Jn 

cd 

Co 

i 

3 

65  and  over 

Totals 

Scarlet  Fever. 

- 

! 

1 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

'/.hooping  Cough 

3 

i 6 

9 

8 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

27 

Measles . 

3 

24 

31 

- 

- 

- 

- 

78 

Pneumonia 

1 

3 

5 

*• 

1 

- 

1 

2 

- 

17 

Dysentery 

- 

1 

1 

- 

. 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

4 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Tuberculosis 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

1 

- 

- 

4 

Respiratory 

- 

1 

- 

3 

- 

4 

2 

2 

2 

3 

17 

Non-re  s pira t ory 

- 

- 

- ! 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Totals 

i 

28 

39 : 

50 

6 

9 

— 

5 

4 i 

5 

3 

156 

The  absence  of  epidemic  measles  i3  reflected  in  the  reduction  of  notified 
cases  from  323  an  1959  to  156  this  year.  ^ disturbing  feature  is  the  increase 
in  respiratory  tuberculosis  from  3 last  year  to  17  in  this.  In  spite  of  all 
the  facilities  available  for  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  this  disease  there 
still  remains  a few  foci  of  resistant  and  infective  cases.  These  usually  are 
the  elderly  chronic  unco-operative  members  of  the  community. 


DISEASES  NOTIFIED  IN  TO', US  I UPS 


Township 

Scarlet  Fever 

XI 

t-n 

3 

0 

0 

to 

•S 

Pi 

0 

0 

£ 

Measles 

_ J 

Pneumonia 

1 

» 

Dysentery 

i 

! Erysipelas 

f-o 

q 

•H 

£ 

0 

to 

•H 

O 
f H 

■d 

0 

0 

cd 

rH 

c)  W 

U G 

G U 

Tuber- 
culosis . 

Totals 

Respiratory  1 

Non- 

Re  spirat  ory 

Hemsworth 

- 

10 

28 

14 

- 

2 

- 

4 

14 

2 

74 

Fitzwilliam 

2 

14 

48 

3 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

70 

Kinsley 

2 

3 

2 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

12 

Totals 

4 

27 

78 

.17 

4 

2 

1 

4 

17 

2 

1 56 

J 





- 9 - 

CAGES  NOTIFIED  MONTH  BY  MONTH 


Disease 

1 

January 

£ 

rj 

g 

& 

Q) 

fa 

o 

f.) 

h 

d 

la 

A 

*8 

4 

* 

1 

! 

June 

i 

July  ! 

+> 

10 

3 

ao 

2 

September  j 

October 

November 

r 

December 

I 

i i 

1 | 

! Total 

i — J 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

- 

2 

- 

“ 

n 

- 

j 

i 

1 

- 

4 

Measles 

- 

- 

- 

2 

i 

23 

38 

12 

1 

- 

1 

78 

Pheumonia 

5 

- 

2 

- 

4 

- | 

- 

I 

“ 

2 

2 

17 

Dysentery 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

3 

_ 

4 

i 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

2 

Food 

Poisoning 

_ 

- 

' 

1 

“ 

1 

Purperal 

Pyrexia 

. 

- 

* 

1 

1 

- 

1 

~ 

1 

- 

" 

- 

4 

! Tuberculosis 

j 

Respiratory 

2 

4 

. 

3 

. 

2 

2 

- 

- 

17 

Non- 

Respiratory 

| 

- 

“ 

1 

' 

~ 

- 

“ 

2 

1 './hooping  Cough 

' 

_ 

5 

7 

*■ 

6 

' 

- 

27 

Totals 

6 

3 

— 

8 

• 

3 

5 

10 

— 

35 

— 

44 

23 

— 

8 

*• 

— 

3 

156 

J 
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TUBERCULOSIS . 


The  following  tabic  summarises  the  particulars  contained  in  the 
Tuberculosis  Register 


Number  of  cases 

''  

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

- 

Total 

on  Register 

1— . 

V- 

+•*■  • 

F. 

M. 

F. 

i 

Mo.  of  cases  on 

Register  at  the 

commencement  of 

the  year 

59 

40 

9 

12 

120 

No.  of  cases  notified 

for  the  first  time 

during  the  year 

7 

10 

2 

— 

19 

No.  of  oases 

restored  to  t he 

Register 

- 

- 

No,  of  cases  added  to 

the  Register  otherwise 

than  by  notification 

2 

2 

— 

— 

4 

No.  of  cases  removed 

from  Register  through: 

1 

r 

(a)  Death 

2 

2 

_ 

4 

(b)  Recovered 

1 

1 

_ 

3 

(c)  Removed 

2 

3 

I 

5 

Totals  remaining  on 

Register  at  the 

63 

46 

10 

12 

131 

year  end. 

i 

I 

_ i 

_ 

It  is  disappointing 

to  note 

that  1 9 

new  cases, 

1 7 of  which  were 

respiratory,  were  notified  during  the  year  compared  with  6 in  1959. 
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COUNTY  COUNCIL  OF  THE 


WEST  HIDING  OF  YORKSHIRE. 


HEALTH  DIVISION  NO.,  23 


IffiMGWOZra  URBAN  DISTRICT 
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DIVISIONAL  STAFF  (at  31 .12.60) 


Divisional  Medical  Officer  and  Divisional  _School  Medical  Office r . 


JOHN  S . ..ALTERS,  h.  C . , M.B., 


Ch.B. , D.P.H. 


Assistant  County  Medical  Office rs 
and  School  Medical  Officers. 


Edith  E.  Crorab,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (Senior) 
Josephine  Hayes,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Kathleen  0 ' Be irne , M . B . , Ch.B. 

Clinic  Medj.cal  Ofi'icers  (part  tine) 

P.  Crann,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

J.S.  Laurie,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

J.W.  McRobert,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  B.A.O. 

D.  Vining,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 


Leeds  Regional  Hospital  Board  - Visiting  and  Consultant  Staff. 
Ophthalmologist . 


J.V.  Kirkwood,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.PI. 
le die  Surgeon. 

R.W.L,  Calderwood,  F.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 
Divisional  Nursing  Officer. 

Miss  S.  Willett. 

Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses. 


Miss 

M.  Bunting. 

Mrs . 

D.E.  Lindsey. 

Miss 

N.  Miskell. 

Mrs  • 

N.  Cooks on. 

Miss 

E.T.  Marren. 

Mrs . 

M,  Newton. 

Miss 

M.  Kenning ton. 

Miss 

D.  Marsh. 

Miss 

A.  Parrott. 

Mrs . 

B.  Thorpe. 

Miss 

F.M.  Vamplew. 

Assistants  - Mrs. 

D.  Clark.  Mrs.  J.A. 

Wilson. 

Midvvives . 

Mrs . 

D.M.  Beaumont. 

Mrs . 

B.  Hesketh. 

Mrs . 

E.E.  Megs on. 

Miss 

C.I.  Broadley. 

Miss 

M.L.  Heyward. 

Mrs . 

M.V.  Porter. 

Miss 

S.  Blanchard. 

Mrs . 

L.  Jenkins. 

Mrs. 

A.W,  Jones . 

Mrs . 

V.  Crawford 

Miss 

F.  King. 

Miss 

M.E.  Ryall. 

Mrs . 

W.  Robinson. 

Miss 

A.  Ingham. 

Home  Nurses. 

Mrs . 

G.  Bristow. 

Mrs . 

E.  Hirst. 

Mrs . 

F.J.  Makinson 

Mrs . 

M.E.  Edwards. 

Mrs . 

J.  Kitchen. 

Mrs. 

J.  Megs on. 

Mrs . 

J.O.  Garratt. 

Mrs . 

M.C.  Kitching. 

Mrs. 

V.  Sherwood. 

Mrs . 

M,  Giles. 

Mrs . 

E.R.  Leake. 

Mrs . 

H.  Tallett . 

Mrs. 

M.  Watson. 

Mental  Health. 

Ment; 

al  Welfare  Officer 

Mr.  P.  Noden. 

Herasworth  Training  Centre  - Mrs.  M.E.  Towell  (Supervisor) 

Mr.  L.I.  Wright. 

Miss  D.  Casey. 

Mrs.  S.M.  Rvsby. 

Mrs.  G.M.  Wright. 
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Speech  Therapist. 


Mrs.  A.L.  Claxt on-Smith. 


Chiropodist. 

Mr.  A. A.  Aldara . 


Clerical  Staff. 

Mr.  G.  Ellis  - Senior  Clerk. 

Mr.  T.  Henry  - Deputy  Senior  Cleric. 
Mr.  C>  Miles. 

Miss  E.C.  Banner. 

Miss  P.M.  Glew. 

Mrs.  Yv.E.  Theaker. 

Miss  G.A.  Vamplew. 

Miss  J.B.  Whalley, 

Mrs.  M.M.  Williams. 
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The  Hemsworth  Urban  and  Rural  Districts  together  form  Health  Division  23 
of  the  '.Vest  Riding  County  Council.  The  area  of  work  of  the  medical  nursing 
and  other  staff  of  the  County  Council  is  demarcated  only  by  the  divisional 
boundary  and  details  of  the  various  services  provided  by  the  County  Council  as 
Local  Health  and  Education  Authority  are  given  for  the  division  as  a whole. 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children  and  Nursing  Service . 

( a ) Child  V/elf  ar(£_giinlcs  _v 

There  are  11  clinics  in  the  Division;  details  of  the  days  of  opening  and 
brief  statistics  of  attendances  are  given  in  the  table  below.  The  Hemsworth, 
South  Elmsall  and  G-rimethorpe  clinics  are  now  held  in  purpose  built  premises 
which  are  admired  and  appreciated  by  patient  and  staff  - the  new  G-rimethorpo 
clinic  having  been  completed  during  the  year.  The  remainder  of  the  clinics 
are  held  in  rented  premises  such  as  Church  Halls  and  while  everything  possible  is 
done  to  improve  the  facilities  available  several  can  never  be  regarded  as  fully 
satisfactory.  A new  clinic  for  South  Kirkby  is  included  in  the  building 
programmes  for  the  coming  year,  but  replacement  of  the  remainder  cannot  at  present 
be  justified. 

A doctor  and  health  visitor  is  present  at  each  session  to  give  advice  on 
infant  health  and  feeding  problems  and  give  protective  inoculations.  A variety 
of  baby  foods  and  vitamin  preparations  are  available  for  sale  to  mothers  at 
cost  price,  and  in  many  of  these  clinics  this  work  is  undertaken  by  ladies  of  the 
voluntary  committee.  To  them  I wish  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  for  their 
continued  help  during  the  year. 

The  popularity  of  the  clinics  is  shown  by  the  attendance  of  of  all 
babies  in  the  age  group  0-1  year. 

No.  of  children 

attended  during  Total 

.i.ddress  of  Centro . Day  of  opening.  year.  attendance . 

Ackworth  CwC,  Wednesday  afternoon 


Mission  Rooms, 

Ackworth. 

(fortnightly) 

107 

1090 

Fitzwilliam  CWC, 

Church  Hall, 
Fitzwilliam. 

Tuesday  afternoon 
(weekly) 

91 

1203 

Great  Houghton, 
Methodist  Chapel, 

Great  Houghton. 

Tuesday  afternoon 
(fortnightly) 

54 

762 

Grime thorpe  Clinic, 
Cemetery  Road, 

Grime thorpe . 

Wednesday  -afternoon 
(weekly) 

289 

1594 

Hemsworth  Clinic, 
Highfield  Road, 
Hemsworth. 

Wednesday  afternoon 
(weekly) 

144 

2322 

Ryhill  Clinic, 

Cemetery  Road, 

Ryhill. 

Thursday  afternoon 
(weekly) 

149 

1624 

Shafton  Clinic, 
Methodist  Chapel, 
Shafton. 

Thursday  afternoon 
(fortnightly) 

58 

461 

South  Elmsall  Clinic, 
Westfield  Lane, 

South  Elmsall. 

Monday 

(weekly) 

158 

2947 

South  Hiendley, 
Methodist  Chapel, 

South  Hiendley. 

Wednesday  afternoon 
(fortnightly) 

37 

473 

15 


No._ jof  ^children 
attended  during 

Total 

Address  of  Centre. 

Day  of  opening. 

year . 

attendance . 

South  Kirkby, 

P.I.C.S.  Rooms, 

The  Green, 

South  Kirkby. 

Monday  afternoon 
(weekly) 

530 

1989 

Upton  Clinic, 

Welfare  Hall, 

Upton . 

Tuesday  afternoon 
(weekly) 

118 

1093 

( t> ) Ante  -Natal  Clinics^ . 

Ante -Natal  sessions  are  held  at  7 of  our  clinic  premises  and  continue  to 
be  well  attended  in  spite  of  the  increasing  numbers  of  expectant  mothers  attending 
their  own  doctors  for  maternity  medical  care.  The  emphasis  at  our  clinics  is 
gradually  changing  from  the  clinical  to  the  educational  aspects,  special  sessions 
now  being  held  for  '’midwives  only”  clinics  at  which  relaxation  excorcise  according 
to  the  methods  of  Dr.  Brantley  Dick  Reid  and  advice  on  the  care  of  management  of 
the  expectant  mother  and  her  baby  are  given. 


Brief  statistics 

relating  to  Ante -Natal  clinics  are  given  belov 

i ; - 

Total  number  jof 
women  who  attended 

Total 

Clinic . 

Day  of  opening-. 

during  I960. 

attendance . 

Ackworth  ANC. 

Mission  Rooms, 
Wakefield  Road, 
Ackworth . 

Tuesday  afternoon 
(fortnightly) 

67 

385 

Fitzwilliam  ANC. 
Church  Hall, 
Fitzwilliam. 

Thursday  afternoon 
(weekly) 

174 

8 36 

Grime thorpe  ANC. 
Cemetery  Road, 

Grime thorpe . 

Tuesday  morning 
(weekly) 

129 

917 

Heusworth  ANC. 
Kighfield  Road, 
Hemsvorth . 

Wednesday  morning 
(weekly) 

107 

695 

Ryhill  ANC . 

Church  Hall, 

Ryhill . 

Tuesday  afternoon 
(weekly) 

154 

630 

South  Elmsall  ANC. 
estfiold  Lane, 

South  Elmsall. 

Thursday  afternoon 
(weekly) 

47 

55  8 

South  Kirkby  ANC. 
P.I.C.S.  Rooms, 

The  Green, 

South  Kirkby. 

Tuesday  afternoon 
(weekly) 

129 

828 

9 fully  qualified  Health  Visitors  with  2 assistants  couprise  the  hecalth 
visiting  staff  of  the  Division  and  apart  from  their  hone  visiting  and  clinic 
duties  they  also  act  as  school  nurses  under  the  school  health  service.  Their 
duties  are  widespread  and  they  are  now  regarded  as  "all  purpose"  visitors. 
interesting  addition  to  their  work  during  19 60  was  the  introduction  of  a simple 
urine  test  on  all  new  born  babies  visited  which  gives  a strong  indication  as  to 
whether  the  baby  is  suffering  fron  phenylketonuria  - an  inherited  metabolic 
disease  which  causes  irreversible  brain  damage  and  mental  deterioration. 
Suspected  cases  can  be  referred  for  laboratory  confirmation  and  early  diagnosis 
permits  of  special  dietary  control  which  prevents  the  child  becoming  mentally 
defective . 


Brief  statistics  are  given  below :- 


Total  visits  to  : Expectant  mothers 

Children  under  1 year  of  age 
Children  1-2  years 
Children  2-5  years 
Tuberculosis  households 
Other  cases 
Clinic  Sessions 


456 

11,065 

6,360 

6,379 

448 

0,173 

1,399 


(d)  Midwifery. 

The  14  midwives  in  the  division  delivered  at  hone  612  of  the  total  of  1 ,306 
births  notified  during  the  year.  In  addition  they  attended  575  cases  who  had  been 
delivered  in  hospitals  but  who  were  discharged  before  the  14th  day. 


411  the  midwives  are  trained  in  the  administration  of  gas  and  air  analgesia 
and  carry  machines  for  its  administration.  During  the  year , they  also  received 
training  in  the  administration  of  ’Trilone’,  an  improved  analgesic  for  use  in 
midwifery  cases  and  issues  of  the  new  apparatus  have  already  begun. 


Illegitimate  Children. 

49  cases  were  specially  dealt  with  during  the  year,  the  mothers  including 
25  single  women,  for  most  of  whom  a thirteen  week  stay  in  moral  welfare  homes  was 
arranged,  the  County  Council  accepting  financial  responsibility  for  their 
maintenance . Of  the  49  babies,  25  were  kept  by  the  mother,  15  by  grandparents 
and  the  remainder  either  adopted,  fostered  or  died. 

The  age  groups  of  the  mothers  concerned  were  as  follows :- 


16 

- 19  years 

- 10 

20 

- 25  years 

- 21 

26 

- 30  years 

- 10 

31 

- 40  years 

- 8 

Proaaturo  Infants . 

The  agreed  definition  of  a premature  infant  is  one  which  weighs  5'g’  lbs,  or 
less  at  birth,  irrespective  of  the  length  of  gestation. 

124  such  babies  were  bom  in  the  Division  during  1 960  and  details  of  survival 
are  given  below :- 


Died  within  Survived 


Place  of  birth. 

Total . 

Stillborn. 

^xlive . 

24  hrs . 

1 week  4 weeks . 

4 weeks . 

Home 

37 

2 

35 

2 

1 

32 

Hospital 

89 

12 

77 

9 

4 2 

62 

17 


( e ) Hone  Nursing. 

The  Hone  Nurses  work  very  closely  with  the  general  practitioners  and  their 
total  visits  again  show  an  increase.  Brief  statistics  are  given  below 


Total  cases 

1,795 

Total  visits 

33,979 

Patents  aged  65  and 
included  above 

562 

21 ,223 

Patients  who  received 
more  than  24  visits 

301 

24,957 

Total  visits  for  injection  only 

16,378 

Other  Jjocal^ealth^  Services , 

( a ) Domestic  Helps. 

83  part-time  home  helps  are  employed  in  the  Division,  this  figure  being 
equivalent  to  37  full  time  employees. 


The  number  and  type  of  cases  helped  were  as  f ollows : - 


Type . 

No.  of  cases. 

Total  hours  employed. 

Maternity, 

25 

2,278 

TuDerculosis . 

6 

864 

Chronic  sick, 

under  65  years. 

29 

3,082 

Chronic  sick, 

over  65  years . 

479 

77,536 

Others . 

23 

1,685 

562 

85,445 

(b)  Chi ropody . 


During  1 960  the  County  Council  approved  a scheme  to  provide  free  chiropody 
treatment  to  men  and  women  of  pensionable  age,  the  physically  handicapped  and 
expectant  mothers.  Some  difficulty  was  experienced  in  setting  up  the  scheme 
in  this  division  due  mainly  to  the  shortage  of  chiropodists  with  the  minimum 
qualifications  prescribed  by  the  Minister,  but  with  the  co-operation  of  the 
Hensworth  and  District  Old  Peoples  Welfare  Committee  it  was  possible  to  commence 
treatment  throughout  most  of  the  Rural  district  in  September  on  an  agency  basis 
employing  local  chiropodists  without  the  prescribed  qualification.  Treatment 
for  patients  in  the  Urban  District  and  the  remainder  cf  the  Rural  began  in 
November  when  the  part  time  services  of  a qualified  chiropodist  was  obtained  and 
"direct"  sessions  commenced  at  Hemsworth  Clinic. 


Statistics  are  given  below: - 
Agency  Service. 


Type  of  Case . 


or  Clinic . 

At  Home. 

Pensioner. 

Ph.H.  E.M. 

Total  patients  treated 

302 

118 

387 

33 

Total  treatment  given 

521 

213 

670 

64 

Direct  Service. 

Total  patients  treated 

37 

37 

35 

2 

Total  treatments  given 

39 

37 

70 

6 

18 


( c ) Loan  of  Nursing  .Equipment . 

Considerable  stocks  of  nursing  equipment  ranging  from  bedding  to  wheel 
chairs  are  held  by  the  hone  nurses  and  at  the  Health  Department  for  issue  or 
loan  to  patients  being  nursed  at  home.  In  all  32  different  items  are  stocked 
and  many  more  can  be  obtained  fron  central  supplies  at  short  notice.  Some 
630  separate  loans  were  made  during  the  year. 

(d)  Ambulanc e Se r vi ce . 


/ill  ambulance  calls  in  the  Division  are  dealt  with  by  the  South  Kirkby 
Depot,  the  service  being  under  the  direct  control  of  the  County  .ambulance 
Officer  who  has  kindly  supplied  the  following  information  relating  to  the 
South  Kirkby  Depot :- 


Out-Patients 
Admissions 
Discharges 
Transfers 
Accident  Patients 
Total  Patients 
Stretcher  Cases 
Sitting  Case s 
Mileage  travelled 

Staff  Details 

Station  Officer 

Driver/Attendants 

Telephonists 

Vehicles 


25,672 
3,002 
1 ,911 
613 
426 
31 ,624 
3,784 
27,840 
221 ,266 


1 

27 

2 

8 


(e)  Mental  Health  Service . 

The  full  provisions  of  the  1959  Mental  Health  ^ct  cane  into  effect  on  the 
1st  November.  The  Act  places  great  emphasis  on  community  care  and  gives  local 
health  authorities  vast  new  responsibilities  in  the  care  of  the  mentally 
disordered. 

The  decision  to  appoint  two  Mental  Welfare  Officers  was  made  and  in  the 
division  one  appointment  was  filled  prior  to  the  Act  coming  into  foroe. 

These  officers  will  have  far  more  duties  towards  the  patient  than  his  simple 
removal  to  hospital  and  they  will  provide  a friendly  link  between  the  patient 
and  the  whole  range  of  social  services  which  could  be  of  benefit.  Their 
visits  to  a patient  will  continue  until  he  is  completely  restored  to  his 
normal  place  within  the  community. 

Expansion  in  the  training  facilities  available  for  the  mentally  subnormal 
will  take  place  side  by  side  with  the  growth  of  field  -work  and  preliminary 
investigations  already  suggest  that  considerable  extension  to  t he  existing 
Hemsworth  Training  Centre  will  be  required  in  the  near  future.  Brief  details 
of  the  number  of  subnormal  patients  in  the  Division  are  given  below;- 


In 

Training 

S Centre 

Category. 

Under 

16 

Over 

16 

Under  16 

Over 

16 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Subnormal 

8 

7 

30 

31 

7 

4 

4 

5 

Severely  subnormal 

11 

11 

13 

11 

6 

7 

4 

7 

19 

18 

43 

42 

13 

11 

8 

12 

37 

85 

24 

20 

1 

122 

44 

19 


National  Assistance  Act  1948  (Section  ^-7). 


No  caso  requiring  action  under  this  Section  of  the  Act  arose  in  either  the 
Hensworth  Urban  or  Rural  District  during  the  year. 


Vaccination  and  Immimisation . 
(a)  Smallpox  Vaccination. 


The  number  of  persons  vaccinated  ag 
follows :- 

Age  at  date  of  Vaccination.  Under  lyr. 

Primary  vaccination  122 

Re -vaccination  - 

There  has  been  little  change  in  acc 


ainst 

smallpox 

during  1 960  was  as 

1 5.yrs . 

!xr* 

2-4.yrs . 

5-14yrs. 

& over 

Total. 

10 

16 

27 

53 

228 

- 

2 

9 

48 

59 

eptanc 

;e  rates 

during  the 

past  few 

years . 

(b)  Vaccination  against  Poliomyelitis. 

Class , 

No.  of  persons  vaccinated  during 
the  year  who  completed  an 
initial  course  of  2 injections 

Children  bom  1943-1960 

1738 

Young  persons  1933  to  1942 

1048 

Persons  bom  before  1933 

605 

Total 

3391 

In  addition  6,45 2 persons  received  a third  booster  injection  during  I960. 

Total  number  vaccinated  since  the  inception  of  the  scheme  in  1956:- 

2 injections  3 injections 

4666  1 4828 


19494 

( c ) B.C.G-.  Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis, 

(i)  Contact  Scheme. 


Details 
undertaken  by 

of  B.C.G-.  vaccination  of  contacts 
Chest  Physicians  on  behalf  of  the 

of  known  cases  of  tube 
County  Council  are  as 

rculosis 
follows : - 

No. 

skin  tested. 

No.  negative. 

No.  vaccinated. 

240 

80 

73 

The  age 

groups  of  those  vaccinated  were  as 

f ollows : - 

0-5  years , 

5-15  years . 

over  15  years. 

Totals . 

Male 

16 

10 

6 

32 

Female 

21 

9 

11 

41 

37 

19 

17 

73 

(ii)  Schoolchildren. 

B.C.G.  vaccination  is  offered  to  all  schoolchildren  in  their  14th  year. 
Details  of  the  work  carried  out  during  I960  are  as  follows:- 
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Number  offered  tuberculosis  testing  and 

vaccination 

1168 

if  necessary. 

Number  of  a cceptances . 

710 

Percentage  of  acceptances. 

60 

Number  actually  tested. 

674 

Results  : Positive 

110 

Negative 

54-2 

Not  ascertained 

22 

Total 

674 

Percentage  positive 
Number  vaccinated 


1 6 »9/£ 

542 


w 


No.  of  children  who  completed 
a full  initial  course 


Ape  at  date  of  f inal  injection. 


Total. 


during  1 960. 

602 

267 

67 

936 

No.  of  children  receiving 
booster  doses. 

_ 

i 

15 

60 

75 

There  has  been  a marked  increase  in  the  numbers  immunised,  the  figures  for  the 
Division  being  4 Qf/o  higher  than  last  year. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  who  had  received  a full 


course  of  diphtheria 

immunisations  at  any 

time  since  1st 

January  1946. 

Age  at  31  .12.60 

Under  1 

1-4  years 

5-9  years 

1 0-1 4 years 

Totals 

i.e.  born  in  year 

I960 

1959-1 956 

• 1955-1951 

1950-1 946 

under  15 

A.  1956-1960 

322 

2398 

1402 

800 

4822 

B.  1 955  or  earlier 

- 

- 

1582 

4298 

5880 

(e)  Ahooping  Cou  #1  Immunisation. 

Age  at 

date  of  final 

injection. 

under 

6 mths . 

6 _mtha , 
to  1 yr. 

1-2  yrs . 2-3 

yrs.  3-4  yrs.  Total. 

No.  of  children  who 
completed  a full 
initial  course 
during  1 960. 

203 

378 

215 

33  25 

854 

The  improvement  noted  in  the  last  two  years  has  continued. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  who  had  received  a full 
course  of  whooping  cough  immunisation  at  any  time  since  1st  January  194-6 


Age  at  31.12.60 

Under  1 

1-4  years 

5-9  years 

1 0-1 4 years 

Totals 

i.e.  born  in  year 

I960 

1959-1 956 

1955-1 951 

1950-1946 

under  15 

Totals 

235 

2520 

1664 

123 

4542 

Of  146  cases 

of  whooping 

cough  notfied, 

only  6 had 

previously  been 

immunised 

(f ) Tetanus  Immunisation . 

Immunisations  carried  out  during  the  year: 


Age  at  final 

under 

6 mths. 

Over 

injection. 

6 mths. 

1 -2  yrs  . 2-3  .yrs . 

3-4  yrs 

4 yrs.  Total 

Totals 

20  3 

380 

215  33 

18 

52  901 

Due  to  the  widespread  use  of  triple  vaccine  those  figures  arc  almost  identical 
with  the  figures  for  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough. 
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School  Health  Service^ 

(a)  For  iodic  Medical^  Insjjoction  of  Pupils . 

During  the  year  a total  of  4,194  children  were  examined  in  school.  590 
were  found  to  have  defects  requiring  treatment,  238  being  for  defective  vision. 

( b ) Handicapped  Pupils . 

25  children  wore  ascertained  as  requiring  special  educational  treatment, 
that  is,  education  which  is  beyond  the  resources  of  the  ordinary  school  and 
recommendations  were  made  as  follows :- 


Admission  to  special  schools  for  the  educationally 


sub-normal  - 6 pupils 

Admission  to  special  schools  for  delicate  pupils  -7  " 

Admission  to  special  schools  for  physically 

handicapped  pupils  - 9 " 

Admission  to  special  schools  for  the  partially 

sighted  - 2 " 

admission  to  residential  hostel  for  maladjusted 

children  - 1 " 


( c ) Consultant  Clinics . 

By  arrangement  with  the  Leeds  Regional  Board,  consultant  Eye  and  Orthopaedic 
clinics  specially  arranged  for  children  were  held  regularly  at  the  Hensworth 
Central  clinic.  79  children  were  seen  at  the  Orthopaedic  Clinics  and  1001  at  the 
Eye  Clinics.  Of  the  latter  479  were  prescribed  sx^ectacles. 

In  conjunction  with  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic,  a Remedial  exercise  session 
is  held  weekly  and  during  the  year  20  children  made  424  attendances. 

10  children  were  referred  for  Child  Guidance  treatment  to  the  specialist 
clinic  at  Pontef react. 

(d)  Speech  Therapy 

Our  part  time  speech  therapy  held  48  sessions  during  the  year,  treating 
28  children.  5 children  were  discharged,  1 for  non-co-operation  and  4 with 
speech  normal  or  improved. 

(o)  Ultra  Violet  Light  Treatment. 

64  sessions  were  held  during  the  year.  59  children  making  647  attendances. 

(f ) Special  Medical  Examinations. 

In  addition  to  the  normal  school  and  clinic  work,  the  Divisional  Medical 
staff  also  carried  out  60  examinations  of  entrants  to  Training  Colleges  and  11 
examinations  under  the  Employment  of  children  regulations . 

( g ) Minor  Ailment  Clinics_. 

These  are  held  at  clinics  and  schools  throughout  the  division  and  during  the 
year  893  pupils  were  treated  by  the  school  nurses. 

(h)  Infestations  with  Vermin. 

The  school  nurses  carry  out  cleanliness  inspections  in  each  school  at  lea.st 
once  per  term  and  during  I960,  24,408  children  were  thus  examined.  Of  the  713 
children  found  to  be  infested,  712  we re  cleansed  after  informal  action  by  the 
nurse  and  only  1 required  the  issue  of  a statutory  notice. 
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Ifflj.ISWOm  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL, 

* 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL 
REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDED 


31st  DECEMBER  I960 


Public  Health  Inspector's  Department, 
Urban  Council  Offices, 

White  Hall, 

HEMS  WORTH. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Daykin  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  for  your  approval  my  eleventh  Annual  Report  in 
which  I review  the  work  of  my  Department  and  the  sanitary  circumstances  of  your 
district  during  i960. 


PART  I. 


1 . HOUSING  AMD  GENERAL  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 


No.  of  houses 

Persons  per 

within  the  district 

Popul  ation 

house 

i960 

4200 

14,4°° 

3.4 

1938 

3022 

12,790 

4.2 

1921  (formation 

ofU.D.C.)  2089 

11,305 

5.4 

(b)  59  new  dwellings  were  constructed  and  occupied  within  the  district  during  i960 

All  were  built  for  private  ownership  and  were  sited  as  follows 


Southmoor  Road,  Hemsworth 
Station  Road,  Hemsworth 
North  Walk,  Hemsworth 
Robin  Lane,  Hemsworth 
Mount  Avenue,  Hemsworth 
Carr  Lane  ) 

Wakefield  Road  ) 


41  bungalows  (Dunk's  Estate) 
9 houses  (Lowfield  Lane) 
4 bungalows 
2 bungalows 

1 bungalows 

2 bungalows 


59  dwellings 


Of  the  59  dwellings,  50  were  bungalows  and  9 v/ere  houses. 

Some  difficulty  in  obtaining  suitable  building  sites  and  the  relatively  high 
cost  of  house  construction  limited  the  number  of  dwellings  built  for  private 
ownership  during  the  year. 

No  Council  houses  or  bungalows  v/ere  built  during  1 960  but  work  began  on  the 
development  of  the  proposed  Southmocr  Road  Site  at  Hemsworth,  and  tov/ards  the  end 
of  the  year  some  40  dwellings  were  under  construction: 

20-2  bedroom  bung  alov/s 
4-3  bedroom  houses 
l6  - 2 bedroom  maisonettes. 


As  in  recent  years,  the  Council  was  obliged  to  weigh  carefully  the  financial 
implications  involved  in  house  building  due  to  high  interest  rates  on  loans  needed 
to  meet  the  cost  of  proposed  schemes.  The  Government  policy  persisted  of 
allowing  subsidies  only  for  houses  to  replace  houses  demolished  in  slum  clearance 
schemes.  This  restriction  v/as  a severe  brake  to  the  Council's  house  building 
programme  designed  many  years  ago  to  meet  the  need  for  better  housing  accommodation 


( c ) Housing  Repairs  and  Maintenance. 

(i)  Council  owned  property.  (1,664  dwellings) 

Council  houses  had  the  benefit  of  the  Council's  maintenance  staff  under  the 
direction  of  the  Council's  Surveyor.  With  the  exception  of  a few  recently 
acquired  old  terrace  type  houses,  all  Council  houses  were  provided  with  hot  and 
cold  v/ater  f acilities,  a bath,  washhand  basin  and  internal  -water  closet,  all 
amenities  which  pre-requisite  any  standard  laid  down  for  a house  in  i960.  Council 
tenants  do,  of  course,  pay  a rent  more  in  keeping  with  the  provision  of  these 
amenities  in  comparison  with  tenants  of  other  houses  within  the  district  who  do  not 
enjoy  them. 


2 


( ii ) Privately  owned  housed  on  a Weekly  tenancy. 

It  is  estimated  that  about  800  houses  within  the  district  were  let  by 
landlords  to  tenants  on  a weekly  tenancy.  Most  of  the  houses  are  of  the  terrace 
type  built  60  to  80  years  ago,  comprising  two  bedrooms  at  first  floor  level  with 
a living  room  and  a scullery  at  ground  floor  level.  During  recent  years  some 
owners  and  tenants  have  made  improvements  by  providing  hot  and  cold  water 
facilities,  a bath  and  indoor  sanitation,  but  by  far  the  majority  of  these  houses 
are  without  these  amenities,  possessing  only  a supply  of  cold  water  on  tap  to  a 
scullery  sink  and  a W.C.  sited  in  the  rear  yard. 

The  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act  1959  introduced  a Standard  Grant  Scheme 
for  house  improvements  and  the  Housing  Rent  Act  1957  allowed  landlords  to 
increase  rents  to  a statutory  limit  to  meet  the  increasing  cost  of  repair  works. 
Unfortunately,  the  Standard  Grant  Scheme  which  allowed  financial  assistance  for  the 
provision  of  amenities  - indoor  sanitation,  hot  and  cold  water,  etc.  had  a most 
limited  effect,  and  during  i960,  the  owners  of  only  28  houses  took  advantage  of  its 
provisions  and  of  these,  2 6 were  owner/occupiers.  Landlords  have  practically 
taken  no  interest  in  the  Standard  Grant  Scheme  and,  unfortunately,  tenants  have 
been  unable  to  demand  the  additional  amenities  as  a right  even  though  it  was  felt 
many  were  prepared  to  meet  the  increased  costs  involved  by  the  landlord  by 
accepting  a rent  increase.  Most  landlords  have,  however,  taken  advantage  of  the 
Rents  Act  1957  and  few  properties  yd  thin  the  district  had  not  been  subjected  to  a 
rent  increase  by  the  end  of  19&0. 

Tenants  generally  failed  to  take  action  in  19&0  to  ensure  that  their  houses 
were  maintained  in  a good  state  of  repair  as  a pre-requisite  of  a rent  increase. 

It  was  thought  that  this  was  due  to  a lack  of  information  on  this  matter.  However, 
1A  tenants  at  Kinsley  did  take  Statutory  action  and  as  a result  obtained 
"Certificates  of  Disrepair"  from  the  Council.  The  landlord  of  the  houses  concerned 
carried  out  the  necessary  repair  works  in  order  to  claim  the  allowable  increases 
of  rent. 

Enforcement  of  repair  works  was  occasionally  difficult.  Existing  legislation 
tended  to  be  unwieldy  and  tenants  requiring  urgent  repair  works  often  found  that 
the  Council  was  not  able  to  enforce  them  where  the  landlord  was  obstructive. 
Fortunately,  by  far  the  majority  of  landlords  and  Estate  Agents  co-operated 
extremely  well  in  attending  to  repair  works  asked  for  by  my  Department. 

New  tenancies  since  6th  July  1957  have  not  had  the  protection  of  the  Rent 
Restriction  Acts  afforded  to  older  tenancies;  Landlords  had  authority  to  repossess 
the  house  concerned  by  application  to  the  County  Court  and  also  to  demand 
uncontrolled  higher  rents.  Landlords,  however,  did  not  take  undue  advantage  of 
these  provisions  within  the  district  during  i960.  The  tendency  for  owners  to 
sell  houses  as  they  regained  possession  continued  as  in  recent  years,  and  few 
houses  were  difficult  to  sell  due  to  the  continued  demand  for  accommodation. 

(iii)  National  Coal  Board  Owned  Houses.  (772) 

Few  complaints  were  received  from  National  Coal  Board  tenants  concerning 
repair  works.  Maintenance  of  these  houses  was  carried  out  by  the  National  Coal 
Board' s own  staff  centred  at  Fitzwilliam.  TiTith  the  exception  of  certain 
properties  at  Kinsley  (New  Row,  Outgang  Terrace),  these  properties  possessed  most 
of  the  modern  amenities  or  were  being  provided  with  them. 

The  National  Coal  Board  have  maintained  for  many  years  the  New  Row  and 
Outgang  Terrace  houses  at  Kinsley  although  they  were  not  in  their  ownership. 

The  houses  have  not  been  considered  worthy  of  long  term  improvement  but  have  not 
required  consideration  so  far  for  action  under  clearance  area  legislation 
available  under  the  Housing  Act  1 957  **  mainly  due  to  the  constant  attention  given 
to  maintenance  work  by  the  National  Coal  Board.  It  was  understood  during  the 
year,  however,  that  the  National  Coal  Board  was  shortly  to  surrender  its  agreement 
to  maintain  these  properties. 
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(iv)  Privately  Owned  Dwellings. 

Private  estates  have  been  developed  recently  in  the  Southmoor  Road  area  and  the 
Lowfield  Lane  area  of  Hemsworth. 

It  was  estimated  that  a quarter  of  the  number  of  the  houses  in  the  district  were 
now  owner/occupied.  Maintenance  work  was,  of  course,  the  responsibility  of  each 
individual  owner. 

(a)  Unfit  Houses  Incapable  of  Repair. 

The  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  continued  to  force  attention  on  the 
clearance  of  old  and  worn-out  houses  by  means  of  its  Subsidy  Schemes.  This  was  a 
policy  instituted  by  the  Housing  Rent  and  Repairs  Act  1 954  which  required  the  Council 
to  submit  a list  of  properties  considered  incapable  of  repair  within  the  district. 

A number  of  houses  were  demolished  in  the  1955- '1 959  period,  and  this  work  continued 
during  I960,  limited  only  by  tho  need  for  more  Council  accommodation  to  rehouse 
occupiers  of  old  worn-out  houses. 

Representations  were  made  to  the  Council  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act 
1957  in  connection  with  certain  unfit  houses  during  the  year.  In  l6  cases  demolition 
orders  were  made. 

6 houses  within  the  district  were  demolished  during  i960.  The  tenants  were 
rehoused  by  the  Council. 

The  following  information  gives  the  Council’s  five  year  and  fifteen  year  programme 
of  demolition  from  the  1 st  J anuary  1 955  when  it  was  first  implemented. 

5 Year  Programme  of  Demolition. 

No.  of  Number  Demolished  Np.»-Jk°  Demolish 

Houses  1955  1 95%~  ”l  957""  1^956  1 959  I960  January  1 


Kinsley. 


8-68  Fitzwilliam  Street. 

31 

hr 

25 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Nil 

16  Bond  Street. 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Nil 

2-36  New  Street. 

18 

— 

- 

18 

_ 

— 

— 

Nil 

1-11  New  Street. 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

2 

Nil 

Fitzwilliam. 

Bridge  House, 

Newstead  Lane. 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 (closed) 

Newstead  Cottage. 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 (closed) 

Hemsworth. 

5-13  Wakefield  Road. 

5 

4 

1 

Nil 

1-5  Green  Hill.  ) 

4 (3  unoccupied) 

1 Highfield  Road.  ) 

6 

2 

•— 

1-3  Barn  Cottages. 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

6-13  Little  Hemsworth. 
11-19,  27-33,  22  and  43 

12 

11 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

3 

9 (5  unoccupied) 

11 

Barnsley  Road. 

“ 

w 

“ 

9-31  South  Street. 

12 

— 

- 

— 

- 

~ 

- 

12 

25~39  York  Street. 

8 

— 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

8 . 

(used  for  agriou- 

ltural  purposes 

1-9  Shaftesbury  Terrace. 

9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9 

The  Marsh,  R.oyd  Moor. 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Nil 

125 

5 

27 

19 

6 

4 

6 

58 

4 


ear  Programme  of  Demolition, 

Ho . of  Number  Demoli shed  No.  to  Demolish 

Houses  1955  1,955“  1 '957'  IffiS  1 959  I960  “January  1961. 


Kinsley. 

1-7  & 2-10  Ford  Street. 

9 

... 

** 

- 

9 

1-39  & 12-44  Bond  Street. 

35 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35 

13-65  & 38-64  New  Street. 

41 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

41 

1-13  & 2-8  King  Street. 

11 

- 

—4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

11 

Hemsworth. 

19-22  Little  Hemsworth. 

4 

- , 

. t 

4 

1-23  & 2-28  Baylee  Street. 

26 

— 

- 

— 

— 

- 

— 

26 

1-23  York  Street. 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

2-8  Union  Street. 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1-31  Junction  Street. 

16 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

16 

2-8  & 1-7  Lillev  Street. 

8 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

1-9  North  View. 

5 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

— 

5 

3-11  High  Street. 

5 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

- 

5 

10-18  Westfield  Road. 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

5 

West  End  Cottages. 

2 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

2 

2-6  Church  Cottages. 

3 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

— 

3 

24  Barnsley  Road. 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Vissett  Cottage. 

1 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Vissett  Bungalows. 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

192  - - - - - - 1 92 


(e)  Housing  Statistics  - Year  I960. 

THE  FOLLOWING-  STATISTICS,  FOR  THE  YEAR  1 960  WERE  INCLUDED  IN 
THE  ANNUAL  RETORN, TO, THE  COUNTY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 

1.  No.  of  dwellinghouses  in  district  - 4,200 

2.  No,  of  houses  included  in  above  :- 

a)  Back-to-back  - None 

b)  Single  back  - 8 

3.  Houses  in  clearance  areas  and  unfit  houses  elsewhere. 

No.  of  houses  included  in  Representations  made  during  the  year 

a)  in  Clearance  areas  - None 

b)  individual  unfit  houses  - 2 

A.  HOUSES  DEMOLISHED. 


In  Clearance  Areas. 

(1)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

(2)  Houses  included  by  reason  of  bad 

arr angeme  nt , etc. 

(3)  Houses  on  land  acquired  under  Section 

A3(2)  Housing  Act  1957. 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas. 

(4)  As  a result  of  formal  or  informal 

procedure  under  Section  1 7 ( 1 ) 
Housing  Act  1957. 

(5)  Local  Authority  owned  houses 

certified  unfit  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

(6)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 

where  action  has  been  taken  under 
local  Acts. 

(7)  Unfit  houses  included  in 

Unfitness  Orders. 


Houses  Displaced  during  year 

Demolished  Persons.  Families. 

Nil 

Nil  - 

Nil 

6 9 

Nil 

Nil 
Nil 
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Houses 

Displaced 

during  year 

Demolished 

Persons. 

Families. 

UNFIT  HOUSES  CLOSED. 

(8) 

Under  Sections  16(4),  1 7 ( 1 ) and 

(9) 

35(l),  Housing  Act  1957. 

Under  Sections  17(3)  and  26, 

4 

10 

4 

(10) 

Housing  Act  1957. 

Pa,rts  of  buildings  closed  under 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Section  18,  Housing  Act  1957. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

C.  UNFIT  HOUSES  MADE  PIT  AND  HOUSES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  REMEDIED. 


(11)  After  informal  action  by 

Local  Authority. 

(12)  After  formal  notice  under  - 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts. 

(b)  Sections  9 and  l6,  Housing 

Acts  1957. 

(13)  Under  Section  24,  Housing  Act  1957 


By  Owner. 

42 

2 


Nil 

Nil 


Nil 

Nil 


Nil 

Nil 


D. 


UNFIT  HOUSES  IN  TEMPORARY  USE 


(Housing  Ac 


Position  at  end  of  year 


Number  cf 
Houses. 


(1) 

(14)  Retained  for  temporary  accommodation 

(a)  Under  Section  48  Nil 

(b)  Under  Section  17(2)  Nil 

(c)  Under  Section  46  Nil 

(15)  Licensed  for  temporary  occupation 

under  Sections  34  or  53  Nil 


Number  of  separate 
Dwellings  contained 
in  column  (lj_ 

(2) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Nil 


E • PURCHASE  OF  HOUSES  BY  AGREEMENT. 


(16) 


Number  of 
Houses. 


(1) 


Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  other  than 
those  included  in  confirmed  Clearance 
Orders  or„  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders, 
purchased  in  the  year.  Nil 


Number  of  occupants 
of  houses  in  column  (l 

(2) 


Nil 


4.  No.  of  families  rehoused  during  the  (a)  Clearance  areas,  etc. 
year  into  Council  owned  dwellings  (b)  Overcrowding. 

5.  RENT  ACT  1957. 

(a)  No.  of  certificates  of  disrepair  granted 

(b)  No.  of  undertakings  to  execute  repairs  given  by  owners 

to  the  local  authority 

(c)  No.  of  certificates  of  disrepair  cancelled 


10 

Nil 


Nil 

14 

1 


6.  OVERCROWING-. 

Any  comments  in  connection  with  this  problem?  Survey  would  be  required  to 
ascertain  exact  position  in  the  district. 
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7.  NEW  DWELLING-S . 

No.  of  new  dwellings  completed  during  the  year 


By  the  Local  Authority  - None 
By  Private  Enterprise  - 59 


8. 

GRANTS  FOR  CONVERSION  OR  IMPROVEMENT  OF  HOUSING- 

ACCOMMODATION. 

Formal 

applications 

Applications 

Number  of 

received 
during  year. 

approved 
during  year. 

completed 
during  year, 

No.  of 
dwellings. 

No.  of 
dwellings. 

(a) 

CONVERSIONS  (the  number  of 
dwellings  is  the  number 
resulting  from  completion 
of  the  work) . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

0>) 

D.IPROVEMENTS . 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(o) 

STANDARD  GRANTS  in  operation 

28 

17 

21 

9. 

DETAILS  OF  ADVANCES  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF 
ACQUIRING-  OR  CONSTRUCTING-  HOUSES. 

Nil 

(f)  Verminous  and  Dirty  Houses. 


It  wras  not  unusual  a few  years  ago  to  report  on  the  numbers  cf  houses  within 
the  district  found  to  be  verminous.  It  was  interesting  to  note  that  during  19&0 
not  a single  house  was  reported  or  found  to  be  verminous  within  the  district.  This 
trend  should  continue  due  to  continually  improving  housing  conditions  and  to  a better 
awareness  of  facilities  available  for  maintaining  a clean  accommodation. 

However,  dirty  conditions  and  in  some  cases  extremely  unsatisfactory  conditions 
were  found.  In  most  cases,  they  usually  concerned  familites  well  known  to  the 
Department  and  to  County  Council  Welfare  Departments  as  "problem  families"  demanding 
attention  in  other  respects.  Often  only  slight  improvement  in  living  standards  was 
achieved  despite  many  visits  of  inspection. 

(g)  Council  House  Letting  Policy. 

As  in  recent  years,  new  tenants  to  Council  houses  undertook  their  own  removal 
arrangements.  An  inspection  and  a spray  treatment  of  all  bedroom  furniture  was  made 
at  the  Council  house  and  a fee  of  £1  was  charged  except  for  aged  person  tenants. 

This  arrangement  was  introduced  many  years  ago.  Inspections  were  made  of  existing 
housing  conditions  of  prospective  tenants  for  Council  houses  where  the  Housing  Manager 
had  reason  to  doubt  the  suitability  of  the  applicant  for  the  tenancy  of  a Council  house. 
A report  on  the  conditions  found  was  given  to  the  Housing  Committee  in  these  cases. 

(h)  Moveable  Dwellings. 

The  district  has  been  plagued  for  many  years  by  one  or  two  travelling  caravan 
dwellers  whose  caravans  have  invariably  been  found  without  suitable  sanitation  and 
washing  facilities.  For  some  reason  unknown  the  caravans  did  not  visit  the  district 
during  19&0. 

There  were  no  licensed  sites  for  caravans  and  no  demand  for  permanent  sites 
existed. 


A site  housing  four  caravans  adjoining  G-rove  Lane  was  in  use  during  winter  months, 
as  in  recent  years,  by  members  of  the  Showmen’s  G-uild.  Members  of  this  G-uild  are 
allowed  certain  privileges  in  respect  of  the  siting  of  caravans.  No  nuisance  was 
created  by  the  use  of  the  site  throughout  the  year  by  the  members  of  the  G-uild. 
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(i)  Lodging  Houses, 

Two  storey  premises  at  Union  Street,  lie  ns  worth  offered  accommodation  to  men 
throughout  the  year.  The  premises  required  to  he  registered  by  the  Council  for  this 
purpose,  and  they  offered  accommodation  for  37  men  in  two  large  and  two  small  bedrooms. 
The  demand  for  accommodation  has  decreased  in  recent  years;  an  average  number  of  men 
occupying  beds  in  i960  was  23  in  comparison  with  27  in  1 959*  The  men  provided  their 
own  meals  and  had  the  use  of  a cooking  stove;  hot  and  cold  water  facilities  were 
available. 

The  caretaker  of  the  premises  who  occupied  separate  living  accommodation  at  the 
Lodging  House,  kept  the  premises  in  a clean  condition  throughout  the  year.  The  owner 
gave  prompt  attention  to  any  request  for  additional  bedding  and  works  of  repair 
required  to  the  premises. 

2.  NUISANCE  INSPECTIONS. 

A wide  variety  of  complaints  within  the  meaning  of  "prejudicial  to  health  or  a 
nuisance"  were  reported,  investigated  and  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  persons 
responsible  for  abatement.  Choked  drainage,  insanitary  keeping  of  pigs,  nuisance  by 
flies  and  other  insects,  even  the  removal  of  dead  dogs  and  cats  to  mention  but  a few 
of  the  variety  of  complaints  received  all  came  within  the  meaning  of  the  term  and 
required  attention.  The  following  table  gives  the  figures  relevant  to  this  heading 
and  figures  are  shown  for  comparison  for  previous  years:- 


No.  of  inspections  for  nuisances 

I960 

589 

mi 

620 

1958 

769 

mu 

848 

Informal  notices  outstanding  at:~ 

4 

12 

6 

- 

Nuisances  found 

169 

261 

365 

387 

Nuisances  abated 

177 

238 

322 

377 

No.  of  summonses  or  other  legal  proceedings 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Informal  notices  complied  with 

177 

258 

322 

377 

Statutory  notices  served 

3 

2 

35 

35 

Statutory  notices  outstanding  at:- 

3 

2 

- 

- 

Statutory  notices  complied  with 

2 

3 

35 

32 

Informal  requests  to  abate  nuisances  complained  of  were  invariably  responded  to 
by  the  persons  responsible. 

3.  SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 

(a)  The  following  table  shows  the  position  within  the  district  at  the  end  of 
i960,  figures  for  recent  years  are  shown  for  comparison. 


I960 

mi 

125§ 

1252 

No.  of  houses  within  the  district 

4200 

4147 

4099 

4080 

No.  of  pedestal  water  closets 

5028 

4975 

4927 

4900 

No.  of  waste  water  closets 

4 

4 

5 

5 

No.  of  trough  water  closets 

- 

- 

- 

- 

No.  of  pail  or  tub  closets 

No.  of  privies  with  covered  middens 

13 

13 

13 

13 

or  covered  ashpits 

No.  of  privies  with  open  middens  or 

5 

13 

15 

15 

open  ashpits 

- 

- 

— 

— • 

No.  of  houses  drained  to  cesspools 

No.  of  houses  drained  to  small  sewage 

43 

39 

39 

39 

disposal  plants 

15 

15 

15 

15 

(b ) Privy  Closets. 

Five  remained  in  use  at  the  end  of  i960,  serving  houses  either  due  for  demolition 
or  so  isolated  that  drainage  to  the  Council's  sewers  was  impracticable.  ns  there  were 
13  privies  in  use  at  the  end  of  1959  the  abolition  of  8 during  the  year  was 
satisfactory  progress. 

Remaining  privies  were  sited  as  follows 

Little  Hemsworth  - 2 

Royd  Moor  - 2 

Kinsley  Farm  - 1 
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( c )  Waste  Water  Closets. 


There  were  4 in  use  during  the  year,  all  sited  at  Hague  Terrace,  Hemsworth. 

They  are  a peculiar  type  of  accommodation,  making  use  of  waste  water  from  the  kitchen 
sink  for  flushing  purposes.  They  have  not  proved  satisfactory  and  are  gradually 
being  eliminated. 


( d )  Cesspools  and  Sinai 


>osal  Plants. 


Houses  and  bungalows  in  the  Royd  Moor,  North  Walk,  Robin  Lane  and  Newstead 
Lane  areas  of  the  district  had  no  sewer  readily  available  and  could  not  be  drained 
other  than  to  cesspools  or  to  small  sewage  disposal  plants.  As  a further  four  new 
dwellings  were  added  during  i960  to  the  number  of  properties  provided  with  this  form 
of  drainage,  a total  of  58  cesspools  or  plants  were  in  use  within  your  district  at 
the  end  of  i960. 


The  Cesspools  have  to  be  emptied  and  this  was  done  by  the  Council's  mechanical 
cesspool  emptier.  Loads  of  cesspool  contents  were  disposed  of  on  to  disused  tipping 
land  at  Rotherham  Road,  Hemsworth.  Many  of  the  cesspools,  particularly  on  Robin 
Lane,  Hemsworth  were  not  watertight  and  admitted  surface  water  readily  with  a result 
that  continual  demands  were  made  by  the  owner/occupiers  of  these  properties  for  the 
services  of  the  Council’s  Cesspool  Emptier. 

With  the  recent  further  development  of  Robin  Lane  and  Royd  Moor,  the  Council 
were  considering  the  sewering  of  these  parts  of  the  district.  A scheme  for  the 
sewering  of  Robin  Lane  would  also  require  the  provision  of  automatic  sewage  pumping 
equipment. 

15  small  sewage  disposal  plants  serving  private  houses  were  in  use  during  the 
year  and  functioned  satisfactorily  with  the  exception  of  a plant  serving  4 properties 
at  Fitzwilliam.  This  plant  was  subjected  to  continual  damage  by  trespassers  and  has 
been  a source  of  complaint  for  some  years.  The  Council  were  considering  its 
replacement  by  the  provision  of  pumping  equipment  designed  to  take  the  effluent  into 
the  Council’s  sewers  some  distance  away,  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  plant  continued 
in  use. 

The  cost  of  emptying  cesspools  during  i960  and  preceding  years  were  as  follows:- 


Year  ending  31 st  March 

1961 

£991. 

6s. 

8d 

11 

11 

I960 

£889. 

13s. 

Od 

11 

ir 

1959 

£1150. 

15s. 

Id 

it 

11 

1958 

£1034. 

15s. 

Od 

11 

11 

1957 

£821. 

1 6s. 

3d 

(e)  Public  Conveniences. 

The  demand  for  public  conveniences  at  Cross  Hill,  Hemsworth  was  often  raised 
during  i960.  Unfortunately,  as  in  recent  years,  due  to  difficulties  in  obtaining 
a satisfactory  site,  no  progress  was  made  in  providing  these  amenities.  Supervision 
of  existing  public  conveniences  in  the  district  was  given  by  the  Council’s  Surveyor’s 
Staff  who  often  had  to  contend  with  a gross  misuse  of  the  accommodation.  V/anton 
damage  was,  unfortunately,  commonplace.  The  old  and  generally  insanitary  male 
accommodation  sited  at  Hemsworth  on  Wakefield  Road,  opposite  the  entrance  to  Westfield 
Road,  continued  in  U3e  during  i960. 

(f ) Drainage  - General  Position. 

With  the  exception  of  houses  drained  to  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  and  the  small 
number  of  houses  still  making  use  of  privy  closets  and  pails,  all  other  premises  were 
drained  to  one  or  other  of  the  sewage  works  at  Hemsworth,  Kinsley  and  Fitzwilliam. 


The  continued  addition  of  new  housing  draining  to  sewage  works  already  working 
beyond  capacity,  together  with  the  general  we ar  and  tear  of  the  disposal  plants 
throughout  the  years,  have  caused  the  Council  much  concern  and  especially  so  with 
regard  to  the  Hemsworth  works.  The  Council  has  not  been  able  to  achieve  any  real 
improvement  to  these  works  in  recent  years.  However,  during  i960,  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  undertook  an  investigation  into  the  sewage  disposal 
arrangements  for  the  whole  Urban  District,  eventually  informing  the  Council  that  they 
were  not  satisfied  that  the  Hemsworth  Sewage  Works  should  be  re-designed  to  deal  only 
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with  the  sewage  from  Hemsworth  as  there  appeared  to  he  many  advantages  for  providing 
disposal  works  capable  of  dealing  with  sewage  from  both  Hemsworth  and  Kinsley. 
Further  consultations  were  suggested  between  representatives  of  the  Council,  the 
Council’s  Consulting  Engineer  and  the  Ministry, 

In  the  meantime,  the  Hemsworth  Sewage  Works  continued,  as  in  past  years,  to  be 
grossly  overloaded  and  the  Fitzwilliam  and  Kinsley  Sewage  Works  remained  in  use. 

4.  WATER  SUPPLY. 


Every  house  within  the  Urban  District  had  a supply  of  piped  towns  water.  The 
water  was  obtained  from  Barnsley  Corporation  supplies  and  was  distributed  by  the 
Hemsworth  Joint  Water  Committee.  It  was  an  upland  supply  in  the  main  and 
comparatively  soft  by  nature.  It  was  understood  that  sonm  borehole  water  was  mixed 
with  "the  upland  supply  and  as  the  tendency  appears  to  be  to  add  more  borehole  to 
future  supplies,  the  water  is  expected  to  become  progressively  harder. 

In  parts  of  the  Fitzwilliam  district  and  in  the  higher  reaches  of  the  Kinsley 
and  Hemsworth  districts,  the  supply  was  at  times  insufficient.  The  Hemsworth  Joint 
Water  Committee  - on  which  the  Council  had  representation  - investigated  complaints 
about  the  shortage  of  water.  The  Council  accepted  the  recommendation  of  the 
Committee  that  scraping  of  certain  lengths  of  water  mains  would  improve  the  water 
supply  position.  Considerable  work  on  main  scraping  was  carried  out  during  the  year 
and  some  improvement  to  the  supply  was  noticeable. 

Complaints  were  made  after  the  scraping  of  the  water  mains  about  the  heavy 
discolouration  of  tap  water;  advice  given  by  the  Joint  Water  Committee  was  that  the 
discolouration  would  be  of  a temporary  nature,  as  indeed  it  was. 

The  J oint  Water  Committee  making  reference  to  the  shortage  of  water  in  the 
Fitzwilliam  Area  advised  that  a recent  report  from  the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers 
recommending  the  laying  of  a new  8"  main  to  Fitzwilliam  from  Barnsley  Road,  Hemsworth 
should  be  accepted;  the  Council  agreed  and  towards  the  end  of  i960  made  application 
to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  for  approval  to  a loan  to  meet  the 
cost  of  this  work. 

Bacteriological  examination  of  the  water  supply  was  undertaken  by  the  Laboratory 
Staff  at  the  Barnsley  Corporation  Waterworks  Laboratory  and  on  no  occasion  during  the 
year  was  it  considered  necessary  to  submit  samples  of  water  from  the  supply  within 
the  district  for  similar  or  any  other  examination.  Untreated  water  had  a plumbo- 
solvent  action  but  the  Council  was  advised  that  the  Barnsley  Corporation  Water 
Department  took  all  steps  necessary  to  counteract  this  action  and  that  laborcvtory 
tests  were  made  continually  at  Barnsley  in  this  respect. 


The  demand  for  more  water  increases  yearly  and  although  the  country  gets  its 
fair  share  of  rainwater,  much  thought  was  being  given  during  i960  to  the  conservancy 
of  supplies  and  the  provision  of  extra  supplies  to  meet  the  public  demand. 

A report  received  by  the  Council  from  the  Hemsworth  Joint  Water  Committee  gave 
the  draft  of  a Water  Order  made  by  the  Sheffield  Corporation  seeking  authority  of 
the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  to  extract  water  from  the  Yorkshire  River 
Derwent.  By  the  terms  of  the  Order,  Barnsley  Corporation  will  take  a supply  of  the 
river  water  from  a proposed  viaduct  at  Frickley  to  be  delivered  to  a surface  reservoir 
at  Ringstone  Hill,  a short  distance  outside  the  Urban  District  boundary.  The  quantity 
of  the  supply  will  amount  to  over  a million  gallons  of  water  per  day,  which  it  is 
understood  is  about  the  consumption  of  the  area  of  Hemsworth  Joint  Water  Committee. 

5.  RATS  MICE  CONTROL. 

(a)  19  rat  infestations  and  27  nice  infestations  were  cleared  during  i960. 

All  were  minor  infestations,  eliminated  by  the  use  of  a mixture  of  oatmeal  and  Warfarin 
poison.  The  course  of  treatment  was  usually  over  a period  of  four  or  five  days. 

When  surface  infestations  we re  given  treatment,  any  associated  drainage  was 
also  included  in  the  treatment  carried  out. 
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A man  'was  employed  to  deal  with  infestations  hut  the  demand  for  his  services 
rarely  reached  a scale  which  involved  him  in  full  time  working.  Inspections  were 
made  regularly  of  the  more  likely  sources  of  infestations,  i.e.  farms,  allotments, 
piggeries,  sewage  works  and  refuse  tips.  Poisoned  baits  were  in  permanent  situ  at 
the  tips  and  sewage  works  to  prevent  the  deviopment  of  new  infestations.  Such 
methods  have  been  successful  over  the  past  few  years,  and  rat  and  mice  infestations 
presented  no  real  problem  during  i960. 

(b)  Sewer  Control. 

The  sewers  and  drains  of  the  district  were  considered  responsible  for  only  one 
or  two  of  the  surface  infestations  found  or  reported.  Minor  defects  to  sewer 
manholes  noted  in  previous  years  were  repaired  to  prevent  the  entrance  of  rats. 

No  serious  infestations  were  found  in  the  sewers  of  the  district  during  the  year 
However,  as  there  had  been  no  test  baiting  of  the  sewers  during  the  past  two  years 
for  evidence  of  rats,  it  was  considered  advisable  to  carry  out  a 10/f  test  during  i960 
Six  manholes  were  eventually  found  to  be  infested  to  a minor  degree  and  poisoned 
baits  were  placed  in  these  and  adjacent  manholes. 

(c) 

Threshing  contractors  were  required  to  fence  round  ricks  during  threshing 
operations  to  prevent  the  escape  of  any  rats  and  mice;  unfortunately,  some  threshing 
operators  found  netting  or  ricks  irksome,  tending  to  interfere  with  threshing 
operations.  Visits  of  inspection  were  made  at  times  of  rick  threshing  to  ensure 
that  netting  was  in  use.  Rat  and  mice  infestations  of  ricks,  however,  were  not 
heavy  during  I960. 


(d)  The  Council  continued  its  representation  on  the  Barnsley  and  District 
Workable  Area  Committee  during  i960.  This  Committee  discussed  rodent  control, 
problems  and  enabled  constituent  local  authorities  to  obtain  expert  advice. 

(e)  Rodent  Control  Costs. 


£»  s . d. 


Year  ending  31 st  March 

» 11 

ti  11 

it  ti 


1961 

. 

CT\ 

. 

O 

N"\ 

1. 

i960 

283.  3. 

9. 

1959 

162.  3. 

3. 

1958 

1 A6.  5. 

6. 

6.  FACTORIES. 

32  premises  were  registered  as  factories  within  the  district.  2 6 factories 
were  classified  as  having  mechanical  power  for  the  processes  involved  and  the 
remaining  6 were  recorded  as  factories  without  mechanical  power  other  than  for 
lighting  and  heating  purposes.  Two  building  sites  were  subject  to  the  provisions 
of  the  Factories  Act  1937. 

97  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  the  factory  premises  during  i960. 
Particular  attention  was  given  to  the  provision  and  maintenance  of  sanitary 
accommodation  available  for  the  use  of  employees  and  to  the  general  standard  of 
cleanliness  of  the  factory  premises. 

There  were  three  burling  and  mending  factories  and  a further  two  factories 
manufacturing  boot  protectors  within  the  district,  all  employing  female  labour. 

The  following  information  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour  with  regard 
to  the  inspection  of  factories  within  the  district  during  i960:- 
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Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

1.  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1-6  of  the 
Factories  Act  1937 
are  to  be  enforced 
by  local  authority 
i.e.  factories  with 
no  mechanical  power. 

6 

18 

Nil 

Nil 

-i 

2.  Factories  not  included 
in  1 to  which  Section 
7 applies  (sanitary 
accommodation)  i.e. 
factories  with 
mechanical  power. 

26 

75 

Nil 

Nil 

3.  Other  premises  under 
the  Act,  i.e.  Works 
of  building  etc. 

2 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

j 

Sections  1-7  of  the  Factories  Act  1937  refer  to  cleanliness,  ventilation,  drainage 
of  floors  and  sanitary  conveniences  respectively. 


Particulars  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found : - 


Found 

— 

Remedied 

1.  Want  of  cleanliness 

Nil 

Nil 

2.  Insufficient  sanitary- 
conveniences 

Nil 

Nil 

3.  Unsuitable  or  defective 
sanitary  conveniences 

Nil 

Nil 

A.  Sanitary  conveniences  not 
separate  for  sexes 

Nil 

Nil 

OUTWORK  _ _ " __  Section  110  and  111. 

(Outwork  being  work  undertaken  at  dwellinghouses 
on  behalf  of  factory  premises) 


Nil 


(a)  Fire  Escape, 

The  provisions  of  the  Factories  Act  1937  concerning  means  of  escape  from 
premises  in  case  of  fire  have  been  administered  by  the  Council  for  many  years. 

These  duties  were  taken  over  by  the  County  Fire  Service  during  I960  and 
"Certificates  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire"  formerly  issued  by  the  Council  to  factories 
were  issued  by  the  County  Fire  Service  Department. 
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7.  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES , 

Investigations  were  made  into  case  histories  of  certain  notifiable  diseases, 
e.g.  scarlet  fever  and  dysentery  on  behalf  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s 
Department.  There  dysentery  notifications  ?/ere  concerned,  repeated  submissions 
of  faeces  samples  were  often  necessary  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at 
Wakefield. 

8.  PETROLEUM  storage . 

12  premises  within  the  district  were  licensed  to  store  petroleum  spirit. 
Licences  were  issued  available  for  one  year  following  a satisfactory  report  by  the 
County  Eire  Service  Department, 
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PART  II. 

1 • POOD  ADMINISTRATION  AMD  INSPECTION,.  . 

(a)  Inspection  of  all  food  offered  for  sale  was  neither  practicable  nor 
necessary,  but  from  tine  to  tine  it  was  undertaken,  usually  at  the  request  of 
shopkeepers  or  canteen  supervisors,  when  food  was  suspected  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption.  Inspections  were  mainly  of  tinned  foods  but  the  quantities  concerned 
were  extremely  small  in  comparison  with  the  vast  amount  of  tinned  foods  sold  within 
the  district.  When  the  food  was  considered  unfit  a certificate  to  that  effect  was 
usually  issued  to  the  shopkeeper  or  canteen  supervisor;  unsound  food  was  disposed 
of  at  the  Council’s  refuse  tip. 


(b ) Meat  Inspection  Work. 

As  in  past  years,  the  meat  trade  required  a more  detailed  attention.  Animals 
prepared  for  food  were  subject  to  disease  and  to  parasitic  conditions  despite  the 
tremendous  achievements  of  post-war  veterinary  work  and  post-mortem  inspections  of 
carcasses  continued  to  be  essential, 

A detailed  inspection  was  made  of  all  carcasses  and  offals  at  the  four 
slaughterhouses  within  the  district. 

The  quantit3>-  of  meat  inspection  work  required  within  the  district  was  estimated 
at  three  times  the  amount  required  for  a similar  population  and  a 10($  meat 
inspection  service  was  not  achieved  without  a good  deal  of  personal  inconvenience 
entailing  evening  work  outside  office  hours.  The  relatively  large  amount  of 
slaughterhouse  work  was  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  much  of  the  meat  produced 
locally  was  sold  wholesale  to  butchers  shops  over  a vd.de  area  of  neighbouring  towns. 

The  quality  of  animals  slaughtered  was  good  and  as  a result  there  were  nu 
condemnations  of  carcasses  for  poorness  or  emaciation.  Where  disease  was  found  in 
a carcass  or  an  offal,  the  affected  parts  or  part  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 

The  following  figures  are  relevant  for  the  year  1 360 : - 


Location  of  Slaughterhouse. 

Cattle. 

• 1 

Pigs. 

Sheep . 

— 

Calves. 

1. 

Market  Street,  Hemsworth 

3142 

2374 

6927 

2 

2. 

King  Edward  Street,  Hemsworth 

246 

44-5 

477 

- 

3. 

Springfield  Villa,  Hemsworth 

130 

190 

376 

- 

4« 

Little  Hemsworth,  Hemsworth 

262 

230 

296 

3 

3780 

3239 

8076 

5 
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Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

C ow  s 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

No.  of  animals  killed. 

21,-79 

1301 

— 

5 

— 

8076 

3239 

No.  of  animals  inspected. 

2479 

1301 

5 

8076 

3239 

All  diseases  except 

Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci:- 

• 

Whole  Carcasses  condemned 

- 

“ 

- 

- 

No.  of  Carcasses  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 

352 

468 

1355 

271 

$ number  inspected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

S-.3 1% 

.35.97$ 

16.77$ 

8.04$ 

Tuberculosis  only : — 

— 

Whole  Carcasses  condemned 

2 

- 

- 

No.  of  Carcasses  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 

34 

61 

. 

38 

$ number  inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis 

1 .45$ 

4.69$ 

■ 

1.17 % 

Cysticercosis  only:- 

No.  of  Carcasses  of  v/hich  some 
part  or  organ  was  condemned 

26 

9 

- 

- 

- 

Carcasses  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

Nil 

Nil 

- 

- 

- 

G-eneralised  and  totally 
condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

. 

. 

- 

- 

$ number  inspected  affected 
with  cysticercosis 

1.04$ 

.7$ 

• 

- 

- 

Among  the  neat  and  offals  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  during  I960 
were  the  following  :~ 


Cattle. 

2 Y/hole  carcasses  and  all  organs  - G-eneralised  tuberculosis. 


1 Part  hind  quarter 

2 Forequarters 

4 Part  forequarters 
62  Heads 

23  Tongues 

522  Livers 

598  Part  livers 
4 24  Lungs 

103  Udders 
29  Hearts 


Localised  tuberculosis. 
Localised  tuberculosis. 
Localised  tuberculosis. 
Tuberculosis,  Abscesses, 
Actinomycosis,  C.  Bovis. 
Tuberculosis,  Abscesses, 
Actinomycosis,  6.  Bovis. 
Cirrhosis,  Abscesses, 
Tuberculosis,  etc. 

Cirrhosis  (parasitic  action) 
Tuberculosis,  Parasitic, 
Inflammation,  etc. 
Inflammation. 

Inflammation,  C.  Bovis. 
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Pigs_. 

36 

Heads 

Tuberculosis . 

2 

Plucks 

- 

'Tuberculosis. 

272 

Lungs 

- 

Inf lammati on,  tub er culosi s . 

24 

Livers 

- 

Tuberculosis. 

Sheep. 

1355 

Lungs 

- 

Parasitic,  Abscesses, 
Inflammation. 

62 

Livers 

- 

Parasitic. 

The  total  weight  of  neat  and  offals  unfit  for  human  consumption  was  approximately 
10  tons,  16.21$  of  which  was  due  to  tuberculosis. 

Condemnation  figures  compared  favourably  with  those  of  recent  years. 

The  remarkable  reduction  in  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  cattle  continued. 
Reference  to  annual  reports  of  only  a few  years  ago  show  that  lesions  of  tuberculosis 
were  found  somewhere  in  4 0$  of  all  cows  inspected;  the  wastage  to  the  trade  from  the 
disease  then  was  tremendous.  Towards  the  end  of  i960  a lesion  of  tuberculosis  was 
remarkable  for  its  presence,  and  only  97  carcasses  out  of  3780  carcasses  inspected 
showed  tuberculosis  lesions  - all  except  9 cases  were  of  a minor  degree. 


There  was  no  apparent  reduction  in  the  incidence  of  parasitic  infestions  during 
the  year  and  infections  of  beast  livers  and  sheep  lungs  were  the  major  cause  of 
condemnations  during  i960.  As  an  average  beast  liver  weights  14  lbs.  it  can  be 
appreciated  from  the  figures  shown  that  the  trade  locally  lost  a considerable  quantity 
of  liver. 


(c) 


LInsound  Meat  and  Offals. 


Fortunately,  there  was  a ready  outlet  for  unsound  meat  and  offals  to  one  or  two 
processing  premises  in  adjoining  towns  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  fertilisers, 
glues,  etc. 


Clearance  of  these  materials  was  undertaken  daily  or  as  required  from  the 
slaughterhouses,  and  no  nuisance  arose  from  their  temporary  storage,  even  during  periods 
of  warm  weather. 

All  unsound  meat  and  offals  were  stained  with  a green  dye  to  ensure  that  they 
were  used  only  for  processing  purposes. 

(d)  Meat  Distribution  to  Butchers  Shops. 

As  large  quantities  of  meat  were  wholesaled  from  one  of  the  four  slaughterhouses, 
a satisfactory  hygienic  standard  of  meat  distribution  was  important.  Distribution 
was  effected  in  a manner  which  had  the  approval  of  the  Department  throughout  the  year. 


Four  slaughterhouses  were  licensed  and  in  regular  use  during  i960. 

For  many  years,  there  has  been  adverse  national  comment  about  the  condition  of 
some  slaughterhouses  throughout  the  Country.  Pursuing  a recent  policy  to  improve 
standards  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  required  local  authorities 
to  submit  plans  of  future  slaughtering  facilities  within  their  districts.  This 
entailed  consideration  of  existing  facilities  and  discussions  of  future  needs  with 
local  butchers.  A report  was  prepared  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry  during  the  year 
in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Slaughterhouse  (Hygiene)  Regulation.  1958 
and  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations  1958.  The  report 
advised  the  Ministry  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Council,  the  four  slaughterhouses  in 
use  could  be  brought  to  a standard  in  keeping  with  modern  practice  of  food  hygiene 
and  that  the  owners  of  the  slaughterhouses  were  prepared  to  do  so  before  the  1st  April 
1961.  The  report  was  accepted  by  the  Ministry  and  works  of  improvement  began  at  the 
four  slaughterhouses  during  i960.  They  were  generally  of  a minor  nature  although 
one  slaughterhouse  required  an  extensive  reconstruction. 
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In  addition  to  requiring  an  improved  standard  of  lighting,  a major  requirement 
was  the  fitting  of  a stunning  pen  to  each  slaughterhouse  to  ensure  that  all  cattle 
slaughtered  should  he  handled  with  the  minimum  of  cruelty. 

In  the  meantime,  the  four  slaughterhouses  continued  in  use  and  no  nuisance  was 
observed  or  reported  for  attention. 

(f ) Canteens. 

There  were  several  canteens  supplying  meals  to  school  children,  colliery  workers 
and  factory  workers,  etc.  throughout  the  district  during  the  year.  Many  thousands  of 
meals  were  prepared  and  no  complaint  was  received  about  the  wholesomeness  of  the  meals 
provided.  Inspections  revealed  carefully  practiced  hygienic  food  preparation  methods. 
Canteen  supervisors  and  their  staffs  were  to  be  congratulated  for  the  efficiency  with 
which  they  undertook  this  work. 

(g)  Milk. 

All  milk  within  the  district  was  bottled  and  was  either  one  or  other  of  the 
designated  "types  of  milk,  i.e.  "Tuberculin  tested",  "Pasteurised"  or  "Sterilised". 

Two  small  milk  bottling  plants  operated  within  the  district,  both  at  local  farms. 
Both  plants  were  subjected  to  inspection  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food,  whose  officers  controlled  the  production  of  milk  within  the  district. 

As  in  recent  years,  milk  produced . from  other  local  farms  was  collected  in  churns 
by  large  Daily  firms  operating  pasteurisation  plants  in  nearby  large  towns. 

There  were  no  complaints  or  reports  about  the  purity  or  cleanliness  of  the  milk 
or  milk  bottles  supplied  during  the  year.  Many  people  felt,  however,  that  there 
was  a considerable  demand  locally  for  the  introduction  of  half -pint  bottles  of  milk  in 
addition  to  the  standard  pint  bottle  in  use  within  the  district. 

Milk  available  from  "slot  machines"  was  a new  introduction  both  at  Hemsworth  and 
Fitzwilliam  during  the  year.  A 6d.  in  the  "slot"  produced  a refrigerated  carton 
supply  of  "Special  Designated"  Milk.  The  source  of  supply  and  the  method  of  storage 
were  both  investigated  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

(h)  Icecream. 

This  product  enjoyed  a ready  sale  throughout  the  year.  Sales  from  motor  vans 
appeared  to  be  the  main  source  of  distribution  during  the  year,  although  37  shops 
within  the  district  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  icecream  during  i960. 


All  icecream  sold  from  shops  was  refrigerated  and  sold  in  packages,  and  was 
obtained  from  reputable  manufacturers  whose  products  were  subjected  to  bacteriological 
examinations  at  the  source  of  supply. 


Motor  vans  continued  to  meet  a demand  for  unwrapped  icecream  which  was  also  under 
strict  control  at  the  source  of  manufacture.  There  was  always  a risk  of  contamination 
of  icecream  sold  this  way  by  salesmen  failing  to  practice  satisfactory  hygienic  methods. 
Hand  washing  facilities  were  carried  by  the  retailing  vans. 


(i)  Food 


Protection  of  food  against  contamination,  particularly  those  foodstuffs  consumed 
without  further  preparation,  was  demanded  by  food  hygiene  regulations.  A systematic 
inspection  of  food  shops  within  your  area  was  instituted  during  the  year  and  initial 
inspections  revealed  generally  good  hygienic  conditions. 

Unnecessary  and  careless  handling  of  foodstuffs  was  apparent;  unfortunately  some 
customers  in  food  shops  smoke,  cough  over  foodstuffs  and,  indeed,  handle  foodstuffs 
offered  for  sale. 


17 


(j)  Shops  Act  1950  ~ Section  58. 

This  section  of  the  Shops  Act  reaidred  the  provision  of  suitable  and  sufficient 
sanitary  accommodation  and  heating  facilities  for  the  use  of  shop  employees. 

Existing  facilities  were  investigated  during  the  course  of  food  shop  inspections. 

No  statutory  action  was  required  during  the  year  to  enforce  the  provision  of 
additional  accommodation  for  any  shop  premises. 

(k)  Food  Hawkers. 

The  tendency  to  mobile  shop  trading  continued.  Mobile  food  shops  required 
registration  in  accordance  with  the  West  Fading  (G-eneral  Powers)  Act  1951.  All 
known  travelling  shops  trading  within  the  district  were  under  supervision  and  had 
to  comply  with  the  standard  of  food  hygiene  applicable  to  other  shops. 


18 


PART  III. 

1.  AIR  POLLUTION. 

(a)  Smolce  and  fumes  from  industrial  chimneys  and  industrial  processes, and  smoke 
from  household  chimneys  polluted  the  air  over  the  district  during  the  year. 

Both  sources  concerned  the  burning  of  coal. 

The  Fitzwilliam.  district  was  affected  by  its  proximity  to  a Battery  of  Coke 
Ovens.  Pollution  varied  according  to  wind  direction  and  in  adverse  conditions,  the 
air  over  Fitzwilliam  suffered  severe  pollution  from  the  Battery.  The  \7orks  were 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Alkali  Works  etc.  Inspectorate  whose  local  Inspector 
was  centred  on  Sheffield.  The  Inspector  made  periodic  visits  to  inspect  the 
Fitzwilliam  Battery,  and  advised  the  Council  that  the  Management  made  every  effort  to 
reduce  smoke  and  fume  emissions  to  a minimum. 

Locomotives  working  in  the  Fitzwilliam  area  and  owned  by  the  National  Coal  Board 
were  often  a source  of  heavy  smoke  pollution.  The  Colliery  Management  at  Fitzwilliam 
was  urged  to  abate  this  source  of  air  pollution  by  seeking  the  full  co-operation  of  the 
locomotive  drivers. 

•Colliery  Spoil  Heaps  at  Fitzwilliam  were  a special  problem  and  a complaint  about 
smoke  and  fume  emissions  from  the  spoil  heaps  received  from  the  adjoining  Rural 
District  Council  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Colliery  Management. 

The  Kinsley  district  had  no  industrial  source  of  air  pollution  but  nevertheless 
added  its  quota  by  way  of  smoke  from  house  chimneys. 

The  Hemsworth  district  has  long  had  two  large  sources  of  pollution  by  industrial 
works.  One  was  eliminated  during  the  year  by  the  Leeds  Regional  Hospital  Committee 
which  undertook  improvements  to  boiler  house  facilities  provided  for  hospital 
accommodation  at  Southmoor  Road.  The  other  source  was  a chimney  serving  a brickworks 
and  the  Management  was  asked  to  give  careful  attention  to  reducing  smoke  emissions  to 
a minimum.  House  chimneys  again  contributed  to  air  pollution  by  the  burning  of  coal 
in  open  firegrates. 

The  Clean  Air  Act  1 95&  was  introduced  to  make  provision  for  abating  the  pollution 
of  the  air.  Since  1 95o  many  local  authorities  have  made  much  progress  to  that  end  by 
setting  up  smokeless  areas  within  their  districts  and  numbered  among  them  are  Local 
Authorities  within  a radius  of  10  miles.  Coal  was  not  burned  in  open  grates  within 
the  smokeless  areas.  The  majority  of  men  within  your  district,  however,  are  employed 
at  local  Collieries  and  have  always  had  a ready  access  to  home  coal  supplies  using 
coal  freely  for  both  heating  and  cooking  purposes.  The  necessary  change  to  the  use  of 
smokeless  fuels  and  to  other  methods  of  heating  will  not  be  a rapid  process  in  the  older 
properties  but  all  new  dwellings  should  be  equipped  to  be  absorbed  readily  into  future 
smokeless  areas. 

Although  little  progress  was  achieved  in  reducing  air  pollution  during  19&0,  a 
step  was  taken  in  the  right  direction  when  Council’s  Byelaws  were  amended  by  the 
addition  of  the  following  byelaw: - 

Fart  IV(a)  Smoke  Prevention. 

There  should  be  provision  in  a new  building  only  such  appliances 

for  heatirg  or  cooking  as  are  suitably  designed  for  burning,  gas, 

electricity,  coke  or  anthracite. 

The  provision  of  this  byelaw  ensures  that,  in  new  buildings,  the  heating 
appliances,  while  capable  of  burning  coal  for  the  time  being,  are  capable  of  burning 
smokeless  fuels  when  the  time  arrives  for  the  general  use  of  smokeless  fuels  within 
the  area. 
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(b)  Measurement  of  Air  Pollution, 

Equipment  was  sited  at  Vale  Head  Park  for  estimating  the  amount  of  sootfall 
per  square  mile  monthly.  i960  figures  and  those  for  recent  years  are  given  as 

follows 


Soot  fall  Readings  Vale  Head  Park. 


12§o. 

12521 

issm 

125Zi 

January 

11.57 

11.87 

11.41 

10.25 

13.45 

February 

12.07 

5.84 

11.14 

14.11 

17.34 

March 

9.00 

11.84 

9.37 

8.20 

7.61 

April 

12.47 

12.71 

7.50 

12.79 

11.68 

May 

7.14 

16.88 

12.51 

14.25 

9.17 

June 

8.64 

11.34 

14.01 

17.65 

16.33 

July 

13.54 

9.17 

15.84 

23.77 

16.19 

August 

9.90 

8.70 

10.54 

15.64 

8.79 

September 

14.47 

8.04 

10.57 

9.90 

13.90 

October 

12.44 

7.74 

11.37 

10.15 

10.98 

November 

21.54 

10.01 

10.81 

Bowl 

Broken 

9.35 

December 

13.84 

10.24 

11.54 

8.40 

13.31 

146.62 

124.38 

136.61 

145.11 

for  11 

148.10 

months 


Daily  measurements  of  air  pollution  were  undertaken  at  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health’s  premises,  Barnsley  Road,  Hemsworth. 
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PART  IV. 

1 • REFUSE  COLLECTION  AHD  DISPOSAL. 


(a)  Refuse  Collection, 


The  work  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  for  the  district  was  within  my 
responsibility  during  the  year. 

The  object  of  the  service  was  to  achieve  a satisfactory  weekly  collection  and 
disposal  of  refuse  from  each  household,  shop  and  business  premise,  and  that  this 
was  achieved  and  maintained  throughout  the  year  in  all  types  of  weather  was  to  the 
credit  of  the  Council  employees  engaged  on  this  work. 

There  were  four  refuse  collecting  rounds  in  daily  use  for  most  of  the  year, 
with  a fifth  round  in  limited  use.  Each  round  was  served  by  a side-loading 
vehicle  manned  by  a driver  and  a loader. 

The  oldest  of  the  five  vehicles  was  eventually  scrapped  during  the  year  and 
the  refuse  round  concerned  taken  over  by  the  largest  of  the  remaining  vehicles  and 
manned  by  four  men.  The  vehicle  scrapped  had  been  in  use  some  14  years  and  had 
given  good  service. 

The  development  of  the  Dunk* s Estate  at  Southmoor  Road,  Hemsworth  during  the 
year  added  to  the  refuse  collection  service;  most  of  the  new  estate  comprised 
detached  bungalows  so  that  a considerable  amount  of  time  was  spent  by  the  refuse 
collectors  in  walking  to  and  fro  to  empty  the  contents  of  one  dustbin  from  each 
household. 


Refuse  for  removal  generally  tended  to  be  a heavy  nature;  there  was,  however, 
a noticeable  variation  between  winter  and  summer  collections. 


Maintenance  of  vehicles  was  undertaken  as  in  recent  years  at  the  garage  of  the 
local  Pordson  agent.  A noticeable  economy  in  fuel  during  the  year  was  achieved 
by  a diesel  replacement  of  a petrol  engine  in  one  of  the  vehicles  during  the  year. 
The  local  garage  co-operated  extremely  well  in  carrying  out  najor  and  minor  v/orks 
of  repair  with  the  minimum  of  delay  so  that  none  of  the  vehicles  was  out  of  service 
for  any  undue  length  of  time. 


00 


Refu: 


The  weekly  refuse  from  more  than  4*200  dwellings,  shops,  factories  and  business 
premises  amounted  to  a considerable  mass  of  rubbish.  This  was  disposed  of  by 
controlled  tipping  methods  by  which  refuse  was  tipped  in  layers  some  6 ft.  in  depth, 
in  widths  of  15  yards,  until  a 6 ft.  layer  of  refuse  was  achieved  over  all  tire  site. 


All  refuse  from  the  district  was  disposed  of  on  waste  land  at  the  Hemsworth 
Brickyard  from  January  until  May  i960.  Thereafter,  a 10  acre  field,  within  the 
Urban  District  boundary  off  Pontefract  Road  adjacent  to  Scholey's  Bridge,  subject  to 
continual  flooding  was  taken  over  at  the  request  of  its  owner  and  a land  reclamation 
instituted  by  the  controlled  tipping  of  refuse.  The  site  was  expected  to  give  at 
least  five  years  tipping  space.  The  project  began  in  April  i960. 


Tipping  sites  for  the  disposal  of  refuse  were  not  readily  available  to  many 
local  authorities  and  the  Council  was  fortunate  to  have  suitable  sites  available  within 
the  district.  Since  the  scheme  on  Pontefract  Road  began,  some  owners  or  occupiers 
of  other  low  lying  land  have  asked  for  similar  reclamation  schemes  to  be  carried  out 
and  it  appeared  that  the  Council  had  several  years  future  space  available  for  the 
disposal  of  refuse. 
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Disposal  of*  refuse  costs  by  controlled  tipping  are  cheaper  than  by  any  other 
method.  One  man  readily  controls  the  levelling  of  the  refuse  tip;  the  use  of 
mechanical  equipment  to  remove  soil  in  advance  of  tipping  refuse  and  to  cover  the 
finished  tip  is  not  considered  unduly  expensive.  The  Council  had  suitable 
mechanical  equipment  available  throughout  the  year. 

Strong  winds  were  the  chief  cause  for  concern  in  achieving  a satisfactory 
disposal  of  refuse  as  light  refuse,  particularly  paper,  was  then  difficult  to 
control.  Tip  fires  were  a likely  hazard  but  none  occurred  during  the  year. 

Care  was  constantly  required  to  prevent  the  establishment  of  rat  and  insect 
infestations  at  the  tip  throughout  the  year, 

(c)  Costs. 


The  costs  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  for  the  financial  year  ending 
31st  March  1961,  are  shown  in  comparison  with  costs  of  recent  years. 


1 960/61 

• 

1 959/60. 

igs/ia- 

£#  s • 

d. 

£?  C 

d. 

£. 

s.  d. 

Wages 

5883.  14. 

6. 

5303.  4. 

1. 

5269. 

19.  8. 

Petrol 

259.  6. 

5. 

481 . 1 . 

10. 

704. 

19.  1. 

Diesel 

203.  0. 

4. 

73.  12. 

8. 

- 

- - 

Repairs,  Insurance 
and  Licences. 

971.  16. 

9. 

971.  5. 

3. 

753. 

9.  4. 

Use  of  Cesspool 
convertible  refuse 
collector 

514.  13. 

4. 

520.  14. 

7. 

417. 

0.  0. 

Stores,  protective 
clothing,  etc. 

462.  15. 

6. 

340.  0. 

6. 

206. 

0.  9. 

Use  of  Earth  moving 
equipment  tractor. 

550.  2. 

9. 

122.  12. 

11. 

- 

- - 

£8845.  9. 

7. 

£7812.  11. 

10. 

£7351. 

8.  10. 

(a) 


Waste  paper  was  salvaged  from  household  refuse  but  not  in  any  large  proportion 
due  to  the  uncertainty  of  the  market  for  disposal.  An  incentive  scheme  for  the 
Council's  refuse  collecting  staff  was  not  in  operation  during  the  year. 


However,  some  59 \ tons  were  salvaged  and  baled  in  approximately  1 cwt.  bales 
during  i960,  realising  £387.  9s.  0d.  The  old  hand-operated  machine  used  for  paper 
baling  since  1940  was  replaced  by  an  electrically  driven  press  which  cost  £245. 

The  new  press  was  capable  of  dealing  with  likely  increases  in  waste  paper  collection 
on  any  future  improved  waste  paper  market. 


i960  sales  of  waste  paper  are  shown  in  comparison  with  those  of  recent  years. 


Year. 

Tons. 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Avera,E 

per  ton. 

Total 

Receipts.. 

I960 

59. 

12. 

1. 

£6. 

10s.  Od. 

£387. 

9s.  Od. 

1959 

62. 

3. 

0. 

£6. 

10s.  Od. 

£403. 

1 9s. 

5d. 

1958 

57. 

4. 

1. 

£6. 

10s.  Od. 

£371. 

14s.  lOd. 

1957 

42. 

2. 

2. 

£6. 

10s.  Od. 

£272. 

l6s. 

3d. 

1956 

47. 

16. 

0. 

£6. 

14s.  Od. 

£320. 

Os. 

Od. 

1955 

52. 

0. 

2. 

£7. 

9s.  Od. 

£386. 

7s. 

3d. 
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CONCLUSION. 


May  I thank  members  of  the  Council  for  their  kind  co-operation  at  all  tines 
throughout  the  year  under  review.  I should  also  like  to  thank  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  and  his  staff  for  their  ready  co-operation  at  all  times  and  also  to  thank 
members  of  the  Urban  District  Council’s  indoor  and  outdoor  staff,  particularly  the 
typing  staff,  for  their  co-operation.  I am,  of  course,  indebted  to  Mr.  Wheater 
for  the  excellent  assistance  he  gave  within  the  department  at  all  times  during  the 
year  and  whose  record  keeping  provided  the  factual  information  given  in  this  report. 
It  is  with  pleasure  that  I report  that  Mr  Wheater  was  successful  during  1 9&0  in 
obtaining  the  certificate  qualifying  for  appointment  as  Public  Health  Inspector  and 
that  he  was  then  appointed  in  the  official  capacity  of  Additional  Public  Health 
Inspector  by  the  Council  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 


Yours  faithfully, 
C.H.  SEAL, 


Public  Health  Inspector 
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